Chapter VI
SCIENCE AND THE SOCIAL STUDIES

WHEN discussing the general aims and ideals of our civiliza-
tion we must consider the importance of science, which so
often shows how our ideals may be attained and often
determines what they should be. Men are to a much
greater extent than most of them care to admit the products
of the society in which they live. The members of the
academic profession have the responsibility of being the
bearers and transmitters of the tradition of our civilization,
and when science is being taught, the teachers cannot help
having its applications in their minds, and those applications
must be taken into account. Science has made, and is still
making, exceedingly rapid progress, and the correspondingly
rapid accumulation of consequences, with their nature and
extent and variety, are causing great concern in the world
to-day.

It has become fashionably, when discussing the social
influence of science, to put the emphasis on earlier periods
of history, going back to the geometry of the Egyptians, but
the study of the present, rather than the past relations between
science and society, is the more essential nowadays, because
they have changed so considerably in recent times. Science
was a comparatively minor activity of man ; the problems it
tackled, and the course of development it followed, were
largely influenced by man's other social activities. Social
control over science is still an undeniable fact. In his Social
Function of Science Professor J. D. Bernal has published a
comprehensive analysis of this social influence, but science
has now acquired a momentum and strength of its own ; it
k not content to accept the problems society suggests tp it;
it states its problems to society. Science must be recognized
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